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      BOYD CALLS FOR FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE BUDGET

Budget Resolution Makes Deficit Worse, Fails to Include Any Meaningful Reform

  
        
      

WASHINGTON, D.C.-Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida) today criticized the House Leadership for bringing a budget resolution to the floor that worsens the deficit and fails to include any meaningful reform.  Congressman Boyd, along with his colleagues in the Blue Dog Coalition, unveiled the Blue Dog 12-Step Reform Plan in February, which was a more comprehensive and responsible alternative than the meager attempt at reform contained in the Republican Budget compromise offered today.  

"We must step forward and stop the reckless fiscal policies that are digging us deeper into the deficit hole," said Congressman Boyd.  "The budget resolution makes significant cuts in domestic priorities like education, law enforcement, jobs, transportation and Medicaid, while at the same time, increasing our federal deficit.  No budget should call for these kinds of sacrifices from the American people without the glimpse of a better financial outlook for our country.  The 12 step budget plan will get the country back on the path to a balanced budget and ensure a healthy economy for our families, farms and businesses in the coming years."

The national debt has soared over $2 trillion under the watch of the current administration, with trillions more projected in the next 10 years under current policies.  The 12 Step Reform Plan is based on the Blue Dogs' commitment to solving growing fiscal problems facing our country.

The provisions of the Blue Dog 12 Point Reform Plan for restoring fiscal responsibility are:

    -  Require a balanced budget   
    -  Don't let Congress buy on credit   
    -  Put a lid on spending   
    -  Require agencies to put their fiscal house in order   
    -  Make Congress tell taxpayers how much they're spending   
    -  Set aside a rainy day fund   
    -  Don't hide votes to raise the debt limit   
    -  Justify spending for pet projects   
    -  Ensure that Congress read the bills it is voting on   
    -  Require honest cost estimates for every bill that Congress votes on   
    -  Make sure new bills fit the budget   
    -  Make Congress do a better job of keeping tabs on government programs

As a leader of the conservative Blue Dog Democrats, Congressman Boyd is a proponent of fiscal responsibility in Washington, D.C.  Since their inception in 1994, the Blue Dogs have been the leading voice in Congress on the need for reasonable, commonsense solutions to our nation's budgetary woes.  The Coalition has focused this year on fixing a broken process that allows our nation to run deficits exceeding $400 billion a year, much of which is borrowed from foreign nations like China and Japan.  
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The Blue Dog's call for bipartisan action on the budget comes as the Blue Dog 12-Step Reform Plan has been praised by several organizations from both sides of the aisle dedicated to fiscal responsibility, including The Heritage Foundation, Centrists.org, Citizens Against Government Waste, National Taxpayers Union, and Taxpayers for Common Sense.  
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